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If you have comments on Medical Staff News or would like to suggest a topic for a future issue, please contact  
Bonnie Goldsmith at bgoldsmith@emersonhosp.org or a member of the editorial committee: Drs. Raj Devarajan,  
Barry Levin, Greg Martin, Adhip Mukerjee, Paul Re, David Rose, James Street or Henry Vaillant.

clinical pearls
practice suggestions 
from the medical staff

Submitted by Daniel Perl, MD 
Primary Care Physician  
Bedford-Lexington Internal Medicine

There are more than 90 subtypes of Streptococcus 
pneumoniae, but only a few produce the majority of 

invasive pneumococcal infections. S. pneumoniae is 
transmitted through respiratory droplets and is associ-
ated with high morbidity; presentations include pneu-
mococcal pneumonia (about 30 percent of adult com-
munity-acquired pneumonia), meningitis (50 percent of 
bacterial meningitis cases) and pneumococcal bactere-
mia. The CDC recommends administering one dose of 
13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13; 
Prevnar 13) to adults aged *65 years. If the person has 
received pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine 
(PPSV23), PCV13 should be given *12 months later. If 
the person has received neither, PCV13 should be given 
first, followed by PPSV23 *12 months later.  High-risk 
individuals aged 19-64 also should receive PCV13: 
those with asplenia; an immunocompromised state, 
including HIV and chronic renal failure; CSF leak; or a 
cochlear implant. The vaccine is made from inactivated 
(killed) bacterial capsule polysaccharides and is admin-
istered intramuscularly. No serious reactions have been 
associated with either PPSV23 or PCV13.

You can reach Dr. Perl at 781-274-6274 or  
dperl@emersonhosp.org.  

What have you learned in your practice?  Share your 
“pearl” by sending your suggestion to Bonnie 
Goldsmith at bgoldsmith@emersonhosp.org.  If it is 
published, you will receive a $100 gift certificate to 
Legal Sea Foods.

Emerson’s clinical laboratory will soon implement the 
MobiLab hand-held patient ID/phlebotomy system, which 
uses wireless handheld and printer technology to improve 
patient safety.  The system is designed to reduce patient 
identification and specimen labeling errors while increasing 
the productivity of phlebotomy and nursing staff.

“The literature reports specimen identification errors in the 
range of 0.1-6.5 percent,” notes Richard Geller, MD, Emerson 

chair of pathology.  “A mislabeled specimen occurs when a specimen from one 
patient is labeled with another patient’s name.  If the mismatch or abnormal result is 
not caught by the laboratory staff, the error can remain undiscovered until the 
clinician questions the atypical result.  Such errors have low detectability and 
potentially significant consequences for the patient.”

The MobiLab system uses barcoding with printed labels at the bedside to prevent 
such errors.  “This system reduces illegible, incomplete, mislabeled and missing 
labels,” says Dr. Geller, “and it gives our phlebotomists the tools to verify patient 
identification at the point of collection, which will significantly reduce the risk of 
patient specimen mismatch.”  A multihospital study performed in Pennsylvania 
showed an overall 37 percent decrease in such errors when barcode and wireless 
printing is used instead of manual data entry. 

“The test turnaround time should also improve as phlebotomists can print the 
correct label at the bedside rather than head back to the lab to retrieve labels,”  
Dr. Geller adds.  The new system will debut in April.

NEW LABORATORY SYSTEM WILL IMPROVE PATIENT SAFETY

Barcoding technology is focused on patient and sample identification

AMY BOWMAN, RHIA, IS THE NEW DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL RECORDS

 
Amy Bowman, RHIA, recently joined Emerson as director  
of medical records.  Ms. Bowman has an outstanding back-
ground in health information systems, having developed, 
implemented and managed many innovative programs that 
improved the functionality of health information. 

Ms. Bowman previously served as director of health informa-
tion services at Beth Israel Deaconess in Plymouth; during 

that time, she was awarded the Massachusetts Health Information Management 
Collaboration Award.  Prior to that, she served as director of health information 
services and case management at Milton Hospital.  Ms. Bowman has a bachelor’s 
degree in health information management from Northeastern University. 

Ms. Bowman reports to Mike Hachey, senior vice president and chief financial 
officer.  You can reach her at 978-287-3468 or abowman@emersonhosp.org. 

Celebrate our newest physicians 
Come celebrate Doctors’ Day and welcome new 
members of the Emerson Hospital medical staff on 
Thursday, April 7.  A reception will be held at 29 
Sudbury Restaurant and Bar, 29 Hudson Road in 
Sudbury (www.29sudbury.com) from 6:00-7:30 pm.  
Please respond to Carol Marshall at 978-287-3017 
or marshall@emersonhosp.org by April 1.  See you 
there!


